A
SIMPLE MATTER
OF
LIFE OR DEATH

“The Choice Is Yours”






He that believeth in me,
though he were dead,
yet shall he live.

Jesus Christ



Lessons from the workbook of A Course In Miracles.
The Coursein Miraclesis adirect communication from God
through Jesus Christ indicating the apparent conditional
situation between God and man which is one of false
separation, and to the manner in which that apparent schism
isandwasrepaired. Itssole purposeisto bring enlightenment
through the transformation of your mind.



There is no death. The Son of God is free.

Death is a thought that takes on many forms, often
unrecognized. It may appear as sadness, fear, anxiety or
doubt; asanger, faithlessnessand lack of trust; concern for
bodies, envy, and all formsin which the wish to be asyou
arenot may cometo tempt you. All such thoughtsarebut
r eflectionsof thewor shipping of death assavior and asgiver
of release.

Embodiment of fear, the host of sin, god of the guilty and the
lord of dl illus onsand deceptions, doesthethought of desth seem
mighty. Foritseemstoholdall living thingswithinitswithered
hand; dl hopesandwishesinitsblighting grasp; dl goa sperceived
butinitssightlesseyes. Thefrall, the helplessand the sick bow
down beforeitsimage, thinking it loneisred, inevitable, worthy
of their trust. For it alonewill surely come.

All things but death are seen to be unsure, too quickly lost
however hard to gain, uncertainintheir outcome, apt tofail the
hopesthey once engendered, and to leave thetaste of dust and
ashesintheir wake, in place of aspirationsand of dreams. But
deathiscounted on. For it will comewith certain footstepswhen
thetimehascomeforitsarriva. Itwill never fail totakeall lifeas
hostagetoitsdlf.

Would you bow down toidolssuch asthis? Hereisthe
strength and might of God Himself per celved within anidol
made of dust. Hereisthe opposite of God proclaimed as
lord of all creation, stronger than Godis Will for life, the
endlessness of love and Heavenis perfect, changeless
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constancy. HereistheWill of Father and of Son defeated
finally, and laid to rest beneath the headstone death has
placed upon the body of the holy Son of God.

Unholy in defeat, he hasbecome what death would havehim
be. Hisepitaph, which deathitsalf haswritten, givesno nameto
him, for hehaspassedto dust. It saysbut this “Hereliesawitness
Godisdead.” Andthisitwritesagainand till again, whiledll the
whileitsworshippersagree, and knedling downwith foreheadsto
theground, they whisper fearfully that itisso.

It isimpossibleto worship death in any form, and still
select a few you would not cherish and would yet avoid,
whilestill believingintherest. For death istotal. Either all
thingsdie, or elsethey liveand cannot die. No compromise
ispossible. For hereagain weseean obviousposition, which
wemust accept if webesane; what contr adictsonethought
entirely can not betrue, unlessitsoppositeisproven false.

Theideaof thedeath of God isso preposterousthat eventhe
insanehavedifficulty inbelievingit. Foritimpliesthat God was
once alive and somehow perished; killed, apparently, by those
whodid not want Himto survive. Their stronger will could triumph
over His, and so eternal life gave way to death. And with the
Father died the Sonaswell.

Deathis wor shippers may be afraid. And yet, can
thoughts like these be fearful? If they saw that it isonly
this which they believe, they would be instantly released.
And you will show them thistoday. Thereisnodeath, and
werenounceit now in every form, for their salvation and
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our own aswell. God made not death. Whatever form it
takes must therefore beilluson. Thisthe stand we take
today. And it isgiven ustolook past death, and seethelife
beyond.

Our Father, bless our eyes today. We are Your messengers,
and we would look upon the glorious reflection of Your Love
which shines in everything. We live and move in You alone.
We are not separate from Your eternal life. There is no death,
for death is not Your Will. And we abide where You have
placed us, in the life we share with You and with all living
things, to be like You and part of You forever. We accept Your
Thoughts as ours, and our will is one with Yours eternally.
Amen.

LESSON 163






Now are we one with Him Who is our Source.

What timebut now can truth berecognized? Thepresent
istheonly timethereis. And sotoday, thisinstant, now, we
cometo look upon what isforever there; not in our sight,
but in the eyes of Christ. He looks past time, and sees
eternity as represented there. He hears the sounds the
senseless, busy world engender s, yet Hehear sthem faintly.
For beyond them all He hear sthe song of Heaven, and the
Voicefor God mor e clear, moremeaningful, morenear.

The world fades easily away before Hissight. Its sounds
grow dim. A melody from far beyond theworldincreasingly is
more and more distinct; an ancient Call to Which He givesan
ancient answer. You will recognizethem both, for they are but
your answer to your Father’s Call to you. Christ answersfor
you, echoing your Sdlf, using your voiceto give Hisglad consent;
accepting your deliverancefor you.

How holy isyour practicing today, as Christ givesyou His
sight and hearsfor you, and answersin your namethe Call He
hearsl How quiet isthetimeyou giveto spend with Him, beyond
theworld. How easily areall your seeming sinsforgot, and all
your sorrows unremembered. On thisday isgrief laid by, for
sightsand soundsthat comefrom nearer than theworld areclear
toyouwho will today accept thegiftsHegives.

Thereisasilenceintowhich theworld can not intrude.
Thereisan ancient peaceyou carry inyour heart and have
not lost. Thereisa sense of holinessin you the thought of
sin has never touched. All thistoday you will remember.
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Faithfulnessin practicing today will bringrewardsso great
and so completely different from all things you sought
before, that you will know that hereyour treasureis, and
hereyour rest.

Thisistheday when vainimaginings part likeacurtain, to
reveal what liesbeyond them. Now iswhat isreally theremade
visible, whileall the shadowswhich appeared to hideit merely
sink away. Now istheba ancerighted, and the scale of judgment
left to Him Who judgestrue. Andin Hisjudgment will aworld
unfoldin perfectinnocence beforeyour eyes. Now will you seeit
withtheeyesof Christ. Now isitstransformation clear to you.

Brother, this day is sacred to the world. Your vision,
given you from far beyond all thingswithin theworld, looks
back onthem in anew light. And what you see becomesthe
healing and salvation of the world. The valuable and
valuelessareboth per ceived and recognized for what they
are. And what isworthy of your love receives your love,
whilenothingtobefeared remains.

Wewill not judgetoday. Wewill receive but what isgiven us
from judgment made beyond the world. Our practicing today
becomesour gift of thankfulnessfor our release from blindness
andfrommisery. All that weseewill but increaseour joy, because
itsholinessreflectsour own. We stand forgiven in the sight of
Chrigt, withdl theworldforgiveninour own. Weblesstheworld,
aswebeholditinthelightin which our Savior lookson us, and
offer it thefreedom given usthrough Hisforgiving vision, not our
own.
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Openthecurtaininyour practicing by merely letting go
all thingsyou think you want. Your trifling treasures put
away, and leave a clean and open space within your mind
where Christ can come, and offer you the treasure of
salvation. Hehasneed of your most holy mind to savethe
world. s not this purpose worthy to be yours? Is not
Christis vision worthy to be sought above the worldis
unsatisfying goals?

Let not today dip by without thegiftsit holdsfor youreceiving
your consent and your acceptance. We can changetheworld, if
you acknowledgethem. You may not seetheva ueyour acceptance
givestheworld. But thisyou surely want; you can exchangeall
suffering for joy thisvery day. Practicein earnest, andthegiftis
yours. Would God decelveyou? CanHispromisefail? Canyou
withhold solittle, when HisHand holds out complete salvation to

HisSon?
LESSON 164
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Let not my mind deny the Thought of God.

What makesthisworld seem real except your own denia of
thetruth that liesbeyond? What but your thoughts of misery and
death obscurethe perfect happinessand theeternd lifeyour Father
willsfor you? And what could hide what cannot be concealed
except illusion? What could keep from you what you already
have except your choiceto seeit not, denyingit isthere?

The Thought of God created you. It left you not, nor
have you ever been apart from it an instant. It belongsto
you. By it you live. It isyour Source of life, holding you
one with it, and everything is one with you because it left
you not. The Thought of God protectsyou, caresfor you,
makes soft your resting placeand smooth your way, lighting
your mind with happinessand love. Eternity and everlasting
lifeshinein your mind, becausethe Thought of God hasl|eft
you not, and still abideswith you.

Who would deny hissafety and hispeace, hisjoy, hishealing
and hispeace of mind, hisquiet rest, hiscam awakening, if hebut
recognized wherethey abide? Would he not instantly prepareto
go where they are found, abandoning all else as worthlessin
comparison with them? And having found them, would he not
make surethey stay with him, and heremain with them?

Deny not Heaven. Itisyourstoday, but for theasking. Nor
need you perceive how great thegift, how changed your mind will
be beforeit comesto you. Ask toreceive, and it isgiven you.
Convictionlieswithinit. Till youwe comeit asyours, uncertainty
remains. Yet Godisfar. Surenessisnot required to receivewhat
only your acceptance can bestow.
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Ask with desire. You need not be surethat you request the
only thing you want. But when you havereceived, you will
besureyou havethetreasureyou havealwayssought. What
would you then exchange for it? What would induce you
now tolet it fade away from your ecstatic vision? For this
sight proves that you have exchanged your blindness for
the seeing eyes of Christ; your mind hascometo lay aside
denial, and accept the Thought of God asyour inheritance.

Now isall doubting past, the journey’s end made certain,
and salvation givenyou. Now isChrist’spower inyour mind, to
heal asyouwerehealed. For now you areamong the saviors of
theworld. Your destiny liesthereand nowhereelse. Would God
consent tolet His Sonremain forever starved by hisdenia of the
nourishment he needsto live? Abundance dwellsin him, and
deprivation cannot cut him off from God’ ssustaining Loveand
fromhishome.

Practicetoday in hope. For hopeindeedisjustified. Your
doubtsaremeaningless, for Godiscertain. And the Thought of
Himisnever absent. Sureness must abide withinyouwho are
host to Him. This course removes all doubts which you have
interposed between Him and your certainty of Him.

We count on God, and not upon our selves, to give us
certainty. Andin HisNamewepracticeasHisWord directs
wedo. Hissurenessliesbeyond our every doubt. HisLove
remainsbeyond our every fear. TheThought of Himisstill
beyond all dreamsand in our minds, accordingto HisWill.

LESSON 165
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| am entrusted with the gifts of God.

All thingsaregiven you. Godistrust in you islimitless.
He knows His Son. He gives without exception, holding
nothing back that can contribute to your happiness. And
yet, unlessyour will isonewith His, Hisgiftsarenot received.
But what would make you think thereisanother will than
His?

Hereisthe paradox that underliesthe making of theworld.
Thisworldisnot theWill of God, and soitisnotreal. Yetthose
whothink it real must still believethereisanother will, and onethat
leadsto oppositeeffectsfrom those Hewills. Impossibleindeed;
but every mind that looksupon theworld and judgesit ascertain,
solid, trustworthy and true believesin two creators; or in one,
himself alone. But never in one God.

Thegiftsof God are not acceptableto anyonewho holdssuch
drangebdiefs. Hemust believethat to accept God' sgifts, however
evident they may become, however urgently hemay becalledto
clamthemashisown, isto be pressed to treachery againgt himsdif.
Hemust deny their presence, contradict the truth, and suffer to
preservetheworld he made.

Hereistheonly home hethinkshe knows. Hereisthe
only safety hebelievesthat hecan find. Without theworld
hemadeishean outcast; homelessand afraid. Hedoesnot
realizethat it ishereheisafraid indeed, and homeless, too;
an outcast wandering so far from home, so long away, he
doesnot realizehehasfor gotten wher ehecamefrom, where
he goes, and even who hereally is.
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Yet in hislonely, senseless wanderings, Godis gifts go
with him, all unknown tohim. Hecannot losethem. But he
will not look at what isgiven him. Hewander son, awar e of
thefutility he sees about him everywher e, percelving how
hislittlelot but dwindles, ashegoesahead to nowhere. Sill
hewanderson in misery and poverty, alonethough God is
with him, and a treasure his so great that everything the
wor Id containsisvaluelessbeforeitsmagnitude.

Heseemsasorry figure; weary, worn, inthreadbare clothing,
and with feet that bleed alittlefrom therocky road hewalks. No
onebut hasidentified with him, for everyonewho comesherehas
pursued the path hefollows, and hasfelt defeat and hopel essness
asheisfedingthem. Yetisheredly tragic, whenyou seethat he
isfollowing theway he chose, and need but realize Who walks
with him and open up histreasuresto befree?

This is your chosen self, the one you made as a
replacement for reality. Thisistheself you savagely defend
against all reason, every evidence, and all the witnesses
with proof to show thisisnot you. You heed them not. You
goon your appointed way, with eyescast down lest you might
catch aglimpseof truth, and ber eleased from sdlf-deception
and set free.

You cower fearfully lest you should fedl Chrigt’stouch upon
your shoulder, and perceive Hisgentle hand directing you tolook
uponyour gifts. How could you then proclaim your poverty in
exile? Hewould makeyou laugh at this perception of yourself.
Whereissdf-pity then? Andwhat becomesof al thetragedy you
sought to makefor himwhom God intended only joy?
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Your ancient fear has come upon you now, and justice
has caught up with you at last. Christishand hastouched
your shoulder, and you feel that you are not alone. You
even think themiser able self you thought wasyou may not
beyour Identity. Perhaps GodisWord istruer than your
own. PerhapsHisgiftstoyou arereal. PerhapsHehasnot
wholly been outwitted by your plan to keep HisSon in deep
oblivion, and go theway you chosewithout your Self.

God'sWill doesnot oppose. It merelyis. Itisnot God you
have imprisoned in your plan to lose your Self. He does not
know about aplan sodiento HisWill. Therewasaneed Hedid
not understand, to which Hegavean Answer. Thatisall. And
you who have this Answer given you have need no more of
anythingbut This.

Now do we live, for now we cannot die. The wish for
death isanswered, and the sight that looked upon it now
has been replaced by vision which perceivesthat you are
not what you pretend tobe. Onewalkswith you Who gently
answer sall your fear swith thisonemerciful reply, ilt isnot
s0.1 Hepointstoall thegiftsyou haveeach timethethought
of poverty oppressesyou, and speaksof HisCompanionship
when you per ceiveyour self aslonely and afraid.

Yet Heremindsyou still of onething moreyou had forgotten.
For Histouch onyou hasmadeyou like Himself. Thegiftsyou
havearenot for youaone. What He hascometo offer you, you
now must learntogive. Thisisthelessonthat Hisgiving holds, for
Hehas saved you from the solitude you sought to makeinwhich
to hidefrom God. Hehasreminded you of dl the giftsthat God
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has given you. He speaks as well of what becomes your will
when you accept these gifts, and recognize they areyour own.

Thegiftsareyours, entrusted toyour care, togivetoall
who chosethelonely road you have escaped. They do not
under stand they but pursuether wishes. Itisyou whoteach
them now. For you havelearned of Christ thereisanother
way for them to walk. Teach them by showing them the
happinessthat comestothosewhofed thetouch of Christ,
and recognize Godis gifts. Let sorrow not tempt you to be
unfaithful toyour trust.

Your sighswill now betray the hopes of those who look to
youfor their release. Your tearsaretheirs. If youaresick, you
but withhold their healing. What you fear but teachesthemtheir
fearsarejudtified. Your hand becomesthegiver of Christ’stouch;
your change of mind becomesthe proof that who accepts God's
giftscan never suffer anything. You areentrusted withtheworld's
releasefrom pain.

Betray it not. Becometheliving proof of what Christis
touch can offer everyone. God hasentrusted all His gifts
toyou. Bewitnessin your happinessto how transformed
the mind becomes which chooses to accept His gifts, and
feel thetouch of Christ. Such isyour misson now. For God
entrusts the giving of His gifts to all who have received
them. Hehasshared Hisjoy with you. And now you goto
shareit with theworld.

LESSON 166
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Thereisonelife, and that | share with God.

Thereare not different kinds of life, for lifeislikethe
truth. It doesnot have degrees. It isthe one condition in
which all that God created share. Likeall HisThoughts, it
has no opposite. There is no death because what God
created shares His Life. There is no death because an
oppositeto God doesnot exist. Thereisno death because
the Father and the Son areone.

Inthisworld, there appearsto beagatethat islife' sopposite.
Youcall it degth. Yet we havelearned that theideaof death takes
many forms. Itistheoneideawhichunderliesall fedingsthat are
not supremely happy. Itistheaarmtowhichyou giveresponse
of any kind that isnot perfect joy. All sorrow, loss, anxiety and
sufferingand pain, evenalittlesgh of weariness, adight discomfort
or themerest frown, acknowledgedesth. Andthusdeny youllive.

You think that death isof thebody. Yet it isbut anidea,
irrelevant to what is seen as physical. A thought isin the
mind. It can be then applied as mind directsit. But its
originiswhereit must bechanged, if changeoccurs. Ideas
leavenot their source. Theemphasisthiscour sehasplaced
onthat ideaisduetoitscentrality in our attemptsto change
your mind about yourself. Itisthereason you can heal. It
isthecauseof healing. Itiswhy you cannot die. 1Itstruth
established you asonewith God.

Deathisthethought that you are separatefrom your Creator.
Itisthe belief conditions change, emotionsalternate because of
causesyou cannot control, you did not make, and you can never
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change. Itisthefixed belief ideascanleavethar source, and take
on qualitiesthe source does not contain, becoming different from
their own origin, apart fromitinkind aswell asdistance, timeand
form.

Death cannot come from life. ldeasremain united to
their source. They can extend all that their sour cecontains.
In that, they can go far beyond themselves. But they can
not give birth to what was never given them. Asthey are
made, so will their making be. Asthey were born, so will
they then givebirth. And wherethey comefrom, therewill
they return.

Themind canthink it deeps, but thatisall. It cannot change
what isitswaking state. It cannot makeabody, nor abidewithin
abody. What isaliento themind doesnot exist, becauseit hasno
source. For mind crestesal thingsthat are, and cannot givethem
attributesit lacks, nor changeitsown eternal, mindful state. 1t
cannot makethe physical. What seemsto dieisbut thesign of
mind adeep.

Theoppositeof lifecan only beanother formof life. Assuch,
it can bereconciled with what created it, becauseitisnot opposite
intruth. ltsform may change; it may appear to bewhat itisnot.
Yet mind is mind, awake or sleeping. It isnot its opposite in
anything created, nor inwhat it seemsto makewhenit believesit

deeps.
God creates only mind awake. He does not seep, and

His creations cannot share what He gives not, nor make
conditionswhich Hedoesnot sharewith them. Thethought

-20-



of death is not the opposite to thoughts of life. Forever
unopposed by opposites of any kind, the Thoughts of God
remain forever changeless, with thepower to extend for ever
changelessly, but yet within themselves, for they are
everywhere.

What seemsto betheoppositeof lifeismerely deeping.
When themind electsto bewhat it isnot, and to assumean
alien power which it doesnot have, aforeign stateit cannot
enter, or a false condition not within its Source, it merely
seemstogotodeep awhile. It dreamsof time; an interval
in which what seems to happen never has occurred, the
changes wrought are substanceless, and all events are
nowhere. When themind awakes, it but continuesasit always
was.

L et ustoday be children of thetruth, and not deny our holy
heritage. Our lifeisnot asweimagineit. Who changeslifebecause
he shuts his eyes, or makes himself what he is not because he
deeps, and seesin dreamsan oppositeto what heis? Wewill not
ask for deathinany formtoday. Nor will weletimagined opposites
tolife abide even aninstant wherethe Thought of lifeeterna has
been set by God Himsalf.

Hisholy homewe striveto keep today asHe established it,
andwillsit beforever and forever. HeisLord of what wethink
today. And in His Thoughts, which have no opposite, we
understand thereisonelife, and that we sharewith Him, with all
cregtion, with their thoughtsaswell, whom He created in aunity
of lifethat cannot separatein death and |eave the Source of life
fromwhereit came.
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We shareonelifebecausewehave one Sour ce, a Sour ce
from Which perfection comes to us, remaining alwaysin
the holy minds which He created perfect. Aswewere, so
arewenow and will forever be. A degpingmind must waken,
asit seesitsown perfection mirroring the Lord of Life so
perfectly it fadesintowhat isreflected there. And nowitis
nomoreamerereflection. It becomesthethingreflected,
and the light which makes reflection possible. No vision
now isneeded. For thewakened mind isonethat knowsits
Source, its Sdlf, its Holiness.

LESSON 167
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| am not a body. | am free.

Freedom must beimpossible aslong asyou perceive a
body asyourself. Thebody isalimit. Whowould seek for
freedom in a body looks for it where it can not be found.
Themind can be madefreewhen it nolonger seesitself as
in abody, firmly tied toit and sheltered by itspresence. If
thiswerethetruth, themind wer evulnerableindeed!

Themindthat servestheHoly Spiritisunlimited forever, indl
ways, beyond the laws of time and space, unbound by any
preconceptions, and with strength and power to do whatever itis
asked. Attack thoughts cannot enter such amind, becauseit has
been given to the Source of love, and fear can never enterina
mind that has attached itself to love. It restsin God. Andwho
can beafraid who livesin Innocence, and only loves?

It isessential for your progressin thiscoursethat you
accept todayisidea, and hold it very dear. Benot concerned
that to the ego it is quite insane. The ego holds the body
dear becauseit dwellsin it, and livesunited with thehome
that it hasmade. Itisapart of theillusion that hassheltered
it from beingfound illusory itself.

Heredoesit hide, and hereit can be seen aswhat it is.
Declare your innocence and you are free. The body
disappears, becauseyou have no need of it except theneed
theHoly Spirit sees. For this, thebody will appear asuseful
form for what themind must do. It thusbecomesavehicle
which helpsfor givenessbeextended totheall-inclusive goal
that it must reach, accordingto Godisplan.
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Cherish today’sidea, and practice it today and every day.
Make it apart of every practice period you take. Thereisno
thought that will not gain thereby in power to help theworld, and
nonewhichwill not gainin added giftsto you aswell. We sound
the call of freedom round theworld with thisidea. Andwould
you be exempt from the acceptance of the giftsyou give?

The Holy Spirit is the home of minds that seek for
freedom. In Him they have found what they have sought.
Thebodyis pur pose now isunambiguous. And it becomes
perfect in theability to servean undivided goal. I n conflict-
freeand unequivocal responseto mind with but thethought
of freedom as its goal, the body serves, and serves its
purposewell. Without the power to endave, it isaworthy
servant of thefreedom which themind within theHoly Spirit
seeks.

Befreetoday. And carry freedom asyour gift to thosewho
still believethey areendaved withinabody. Beyou free, sothat
theHoly Spirit can make use of your escapefrom bondage, to set
free the many who perceive themselves as bound and hel pless
and afraid. Let love replace their fears through you. Accept
salvation now, and give your mind to Him Who callsto you to
makethisgift to Him. For Hewould give you perfect freedom,
perfect joy, and hopethat findsitsfull accomplishment in God.

You are Godis Son. In immortality you live forever.
Would you not return your mind tothis? Then practicewell
thethought theHoly Spirit givesyou for today. Your brothers
stand released with you init; theworld isblessed along with
you, Godis Son will weep nomor e, and Heaven offer sthanks
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for theincreaseof joy your practicebringseventoit. And
God Himself extends His Love and happiness each time
you say:

I am not a body. I am free.
I hear the Voice That God has given me,
and it is only This my mind obeys.

LESSON 199
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There is no peace except the peace of God.

Seek you nofurther. You will not find peace except the
peaceof God. Accept thisfact, and saveyour self theagony
of yet morebitter disappointments, bleak despair, and sense
of icy hopelessnessand doubt. Seek you nofurther. There
isnothingelsefor you tofind except thepeaceof God, unless
you seek for misery and pain.

Thisisthefinal point to which each one must come at
lagt, to lay aside all hope of finding happinesswherethere
isnone, of being saved by what can only hurt; of making
peace of chaos, joy of pain, and Heaven out of hell. Attempt
nomoretowin through losing, nor todietolive. You cannot
but beasking for defeat.

Yet you can ask as easily for love, for happiness, and for
eternd lifein peacethat hasno ending. Ask for this, and you can
only win. To ask for what you have already must succeed. To
ask that what isfalse betruecanonly fail. Forgiveyourself for
vainimaginings, and seek no longer what you cannot find. For
what could be morefoolish than to seek and seek and seek again
for hell, when you have but to look with open eyesto find that
Heavenliesbeforeyou, through adoor that openseesily towe come
you?

Come home. You have not found your happiness in
foreign placesand in alien formsthat have no meaning to
you, though you sought to make them meaningful. This
world is not where you belong. You are a stranger here.
But it isgiven you to find the meanswher eby theworId no
longer seemsto bea prison houseor jail for anyone.
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Freedom isgiven you wher eyou beheld but chainsand
iron doors. But you must change your mind about the
purposeof theworld, if you would find escape. You will be
bound till all the world is seen by you as blessed, and
everyonemadefreeof your mistakesand honored asheis.
You made him not; no moreyourself. And asyou freethe
one, the other isaccepted asheis.

What doesforgivenessdo? Intruthit hasno function, and
doesnothing. ForitisunknowninHeaven. Itisonly hell where
itisneeded, and whereit must serveamighty function. Isnot the
escape of God'sbeloved Son from evil dreamsthat heimagines,
yet believes are true, aworthy purpose? Who could hope for
more, whilethere gppearsto be achoiceto make between success
andfailure; loveand fear?

Thereisno peace except the peace of God, becauseHe
hasone Son who cannot makeaworld in opposition to Godis
Will and to hisown, which isthesameasHis. What could
he hope to find in such a world? It cannot have reality,
becauseit never wascreated. Isit herethat hewould seek
for peace? Or must heseethat, ashelookson it, theworld
can but deceive? Yet can helearntolook onit another way,
and find the peace of God.

Peaceisthebridgethat everyonewill cross, toleavethisworld
behind. But peace beginswithintheworld perceived asdifferent,
and leading from thisfresh perception to the gate of Heaven and
the way beyond. Peace isthe answer to conflicting goals, to
senseless journeys, frantic, vain pursuits, and meaningless
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endeavors. Now theway iseasy, doping gently toward thebridge
wherefreedom lieswithin the peace of God.

L et usnot loseour way again today. Wegoto Heaven,
and thepath isstraight. Only if weattempt to wander can
therebedelay, and needlesswasted timeon thor ny byways.
God aloneissure, and Hewill guide our footsteps. Hewill
not desert His Son in need, nor let him stray forever from
hishome. TheFather calls;, the Son will hear. And that is
all thereistowhat appearsto beaworld apart from God,
wherebodieshavereality.

Now isthere silence. Seek no further. You have cometo
wheretheroadiscarpeted with leavesof falsedesires, falenfrom
the trees of hopelessness you sought before. Now are they
underfoot. And you look up and on toward Heaven, with the
body’ seyesbut serving for aninstant longer now. Peaceisaready
recognized at last, and you can feedl its soft embrace surround
your heart and mind with comfort and with love.

Today we seek noidols. Peacecan not befound inthem.
The peace of God isours, and only thiswill we accept and
want. Peace betoustoday. For we have found a smple,
happy way to leave theworld of ambiguity, and to replace
our shifting goalsand solitary dreamswith single pur pose
and companionship. For peaceisunion, if it beof God. We
seek nofurther. Weareclosetohome, and draw still nearer
every time we say:

There is no peace except the peace of God,
And I am glad and thankful it is so.

LESSON 200
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How simpleisthe Great Way to Salvation.
All it saysisthat the world you see
has nothing to do with reality.

Itisof your own making and does not exist.
All it saysiswhat was never trueis not true
now, and never will be.

The impossible has not occurred
and can have no effects.
Andthatisal.

Can thisbe hard to learn
by anyone who wants it to be true?
You need simply let yourself be asyou
truly are and have always been.
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